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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES… 

Look on Page 2 for information about joining the annual Christmas Bird Count! This is an 

important opportunity to know what’s happening to our bird populations. Call Eric at 

216.905.8909 to add your name. 

Volunteers are also needed for the Winter Bird Seed Sale, Look on page 3 for infor-

mation. Call Bob Bertrand at 419.222.9231 to volunteer. 

RAFFLE UPDATE—  A beautiful Monarch Butterfly photograph by TMAS Board Member  

Cheryl Erwin was featured as a raffle this fall at the program meetings and fall events.  The draw-

ing was held at the November 1 Program Meeting and was won by TMAS Member Mary Rosen-

beck.  Thank you to everyone that supported this fund raiser with your dollars.  All money raised 

will be used to continue habitat development and restoration at our Important Bird Areas.    

PROGRAM  MEETINGS… 
Don’t miss the opportunity to learn by attending Tri-Moraine’s evening program meetings 

scheduled the first Tuesday of the month, held in the Visitor/Student Center, 3900 Campus 

Drive, OSU -Lima. Coming up is the “Annual Photo Safari” on January 3, followed by “Stories 

from A Wildlife Officer” on February 7. These events are free and open to the public. Dates, 

times and descriptions appear on page 3.  

PROVIDING HABITAT for OUR FEATHERED FRIENDS 
By Jeannine C. Roediger 

Perhaps while traveling in the countryside you have noticed that fields meld together and woodlands are 

rapidly disappearing; with them go habitat for our wild creatures. The monoculture of our agricultural land 

makes it difficult for our feathered friends to find food during long winters. 

That is why it is so important for us to provide mini-habitats in our yards and gardens, or allow woodlands 

to remain and fencerows to grow up in species beneficial to our wild friends. 

We have allowed our fencerows to survive over the years  and they 

have oaks, hickories, walnuts, Northern wahoo,  hazelnuts, elder-

berries, elms, prickly ash, buckeye, wild cherry, crabapple, haw-

thorn, bittersweet, wild yam, catbrier, and many perennials such as 

goldenrod, aster, salsify, grasses and other wild plants. 

Once autumn arrives and the leaves fall I am always amazed how 

many bird nests I can see in the fencerows such as cardinal, brown 

thrasher, catbird, goldfinch, robin and other species. Not only do 

fencerows provide food and habitat for our birds, they also 

provide wind and erosion control for our land and buildings. 

Fencerows also provide a corridor for wild animals, like deer 

and wild turkey, to travel from one area to another. 

But if you have a yard or garden you can also provide im-

portant habitat by planting native trees, shrubs and perenni-

als that provide cover, nectar, fruits and seeds. Add a small 

pool or pond and you have given our feathered friends an 

ideal home. Add evergreens, such as spruce and pine, and 

this will give added protection 

when winter winds blow. They not only benefit our wild friends, but also you 

and your home, as well. Windbreaks are wonderful to break those fierce win-

ter winds and save on heating bills. Planting trees for wildlife and yourself is a 

win-win situation. 

Pictured from top to bottom rosehips, hazelnut, and a 

brown thrasher’s nest hidden in fencerow shrubbery. 

http://www.tri-moraineaudubon.org/


2016 Audubon Christmas Bird Counts 
 Between December 14, 2016 and January 5, 2017, vol-

unteers will be counting birds across the hemisphere.  Last 

year there were counts in all 50 states, all Canadian provinc-

es, and over 100 count circles in Latin America, the Caribbean 

and elsewhere in the western hemisphere.  More than 2,400 

counts by over 72,000 observers tallied nearly 70 million 

birds of approximately 2,400 different species.  Locally, the 

Tri-Moraine Audubon Society’s volunteer citizen scientists 

will be conducting two counts: Grand Lake St Marys, on Sat-

urday, December 17, 2016 and Indian Lake, on Sunday, Decem-

ber 18, 2016.  A Christmas Bird Count offers birders an oppor-

tunity to see a few of winter’s avian visitors, particularly those 

that do not hang out in our backyards, as well as local birds!   

 This year will be the 117th count; the data collected are 

invaluable to our understanding of the status of both local and 

global bird populations.  The volume of data described above 

could not have been acquired in any other manner.  CBCs have 

revealed the dramatic impact climate change is already having 

on birds, as well as disturbing declines in common birds, in-

cluding the Northern Bobwhite.  These many decades of data 

not only help identify birds in need of conservation action, but 

also reveal success stories, like the comeback of the Bald Eagle.  

Our national symbol, which currently nests in the area, would 

have rarely been seen in this area even just a couple of dec-

ades ago. 

 More counters usually translates to a more fun experi-

ence, especially for newcomers, and virtually guarantees that 

more birds will be seen during the count.  All are welcome to 

participate; less experienced birders, or those unfamiliar with 

the area of the count, accompany those more experienced.  

Everyone’s eyes and ears can be useful!  Although it is okay to 

show up to count at the last minute, it greatly aids the coordi-

nator in organizing the count to know at least the night before 

how many birders to expect.  To sign up for the count (or for 

additional information), please contact Eric Juterbock at 216-

905-8909 (cell), juterbock.1@osu.edu (email), or (surface mail) 

at 5480 County Road 5 North, Rushsylvania, OH 43347-9750. 

 An official count requires that there be counters out for 

at least eight hours, but individuals need not participate for the 

full time.  A count takes place within a circle of 15 miles diame-

ter.  Assigned routes for mobile counters generally involve 

some combination of automotive and foot travel; individuals 

living within the circle may count birds visiting their back yard 

or feeder.  Please remember to dress appropriately for the 

weather, and to bring such needed items as binoculars, bird 

guides, food and drinks, etc. 

 In order to finalize the census routes and be counting 

by 8:00 a.m., we will meet at 7:30 a.m. for both counts.  Meet 

for the Indian Lake count at the McDonalds in Russells Point, 

and for the Grand Lake count at the McDonalds at the mall at 

the intersection of SR 29 and US 33 in St Marys.  

Submittted by Eric Juterbock 

FALL BIRDSEED RESULTS… 

 Co-chair Anne Smedley reported that 

the November 5 sale raised $1,377.85 which in-

cludes $186.90 in donations. We thank our pur-

chasers, the media that publicized the event, 

Northland Quick Print for printing the sale fliers 

and DeHaven Home and Garden Center for 

providing the sale facilities and all others who 

supported this event.   

 Thanks also to the volunteers who 

picked up and distributed seed in their commu-

nities, toted the 344 bags (7,382 pounds), pro-

vided mailing labels, mailed and distributed fli-

ers, made and put up posters and provided cus-

tomer service that day. 

 They include Susie Closson (Ada), Bob 

and Joanne Antibus, Ivan and Rachel Friesen 

(Bluffton), George Bilbrey (Delphos), Evelyn Prat-

er (Harrod), Don and Mary Rosenbeck (Jackson 

Center), Bob and Carol Bertrand, David Betts, 

John Daley, Tom and Lisa Sciranka, Anne and 

Olivia Smedley (Lima), Bill Angel (St. Marys) and 

Dianne Knipp (Wapakonta).  

Submitted by Carol Bertrand 

WINTER COMES… Winter is coming so continuous-

ly feed our feathered friends. Stock up with the 

Winter Birdseed Sale. 

WINTER BIRDSEED SALE… 

 The Winter Birdseed Sale will be held 

Saturday, February 4th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at DeHaven Home and Garden Center, 775 

Shawnee Road, Lima. This sale is by Preorder 

Only.   

 Order forms will be mailed in late   

December to those who made purchases in 

2015-16. If you would like an order form or 

have questions, contact Anne at 419.222.3271 

or download a form from the chapter’s web-

site or Facebook page. Mail your completed 

order by Friday, January 20 to ensure sufficient 

stock on sale day. All proceeds benefit local 

conservation, education programs and pro-

jects. Volunteers are needed for this sale. Call 

Bob Bertrand at 419.222.9231 if you can help.  

Submitted by Carol Bertrand  



WAPAKONETA RECYCLE REPORT…. 

 Twenty five volunteers manned the Wapa-

koneta Drop-off Center on October 8, the 23rd year 

for this fundraising project. Although we do not know 

how much we earned at this time, we will publish the 

results in the spring issue of the newsletter. 

 We want to thank the following volunteers 

who unloaded vehicles and sorted all those plastic 

bottles and containers. They were Madison Broering, 

Susie Closson, Chelsea Huppert, Liz Vogt (Ada), Sheryl 

Maier (Cridersville), Evelyn Prater (Harrod), Don and 

Mary Rosenbeck (Jackson Center), Bob and Carol Ber-

trand, David Betts, Susan Heaphy, Volker Jeschonnek, 

Lois Risser, Tom Sciranka, Anne and Morgan Smedley, 

Shirley Wolf (Lima), Eric Juterbock (Rushsylvania), Pat 

Striff (St. Marys), Mary Andrews, Dianne Knipp, Laura 

Nicol, Marea Pouzar and Jan Schlenker (Wapakoneta). 

 We also thank those who brought their recy-

clables to the center that day. 

Submitted by Carol Bertrand 

STORIES FROM AN OHIO WILDLIFE OFFICER:  

What We Do and Who We Are  

Tuesday, February 7, 2017, 7:30 p.m. 

Craig Barr (shown left) is a Wildlife Officer for the Ohio Division of Wildlife. He 

will discuss some of the exciting aspects of his job. Find out how we can pre-

vent coming into conflict with wildlife and how to handle situations that arise. 

SAVE THE DATE! UPCOMING PROGRAMS … 

Making Sense of Flowers: Ohio's Plant Families and How to Know Them*   
Tuesday, March 7, 2017, 7:30 p.m. 

Bob Klips, an associate professor at Ohio State University– Marion, will lead a riveting discussion of the diversity of plants 

found in Ohio.  If you remember the moss program Bob led at one of our Environmental Education Weekends, you know it 

will be an enjoyable evening! 

Breeding Birds of Lippincott Bird Sanctuary* 

Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 7:30 p.m. 

Our own Anne Smedley will talk about her numerous years of bird banding at Lippincott Bird Sanctuary. She will discuss 

why bird banding is so important for monitoring the health of bird populations, and how it is done without harming birds.  

Learn about the common and not-so-common birds that can be found in our area. *Jointly with JAPD 

Submitted by Jackie Augustine 

Sandhill Cranes In Florida 

ANNUAL PHOTO SAFARI & POTLUCK - 
Tuesday, January 3, 2017, 6:30 p.m.  

Visitor/Student Services Center will open at 6 p.m.  

 TMAS will provide fried chicken and beverages.  

Members and guests should bring their own table service 

and any of the following – hot or cold dish, salad, rolls, side 

dish or dessert.  Presentations will be given by those 

attending who opt to share some of their favorite nature 

photography accompanied by brief narration.  A digital 

projector, laptop and screen will be furnished.  Join fellow 

nature enthusiasts for an enjoyable evening of reminiscing 

about all the cool things we were able to observe this year. 

Audubon Adventures introduces young people, their families, and teachers to the natural world around us and is 

designed for grades 3 - 8.  New Curriculum for 2016-17 Audubon Adventures is “Wild About Birds."  Three components 

include “Owl Prowl,” “The Watery World of Wading Birds” and “Wild About Birds” This curriculum and dozens of oth-

er topics are available for purchase with Tri Moraine funding.  Online interactive curriculum can also be accessed at Audu-

bonAdventures.org. Contact Jennifer Waltz at 419.303.4741 for more details on purchasing for schools, youth groups, Boy  

or Girl Scouts and 4-H groups. 

 Students at Lima South, Allen County, began using Audubon Adventures this fall. This thank you is from Mandy 

Roberts - Intervention Specialist/English Language Arts Teacher.  “We....absolutely love the resources. The two projects that 

students chose is helping in the fight for Sawmill Wetlands and the damage mass balloon releases and sky lanterns are 

causing.  The Wetland would help the kids understand what exactly we are fighting for and about wetlands in Ohio.   You 

have no idea how much this means for our students!  They are really excited about this project and it is turning into so 

much more than we had ever hoped with Tri-Moraine Audubon Society's help! 
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President’s Message...A favorite pas�me of mine is taking a leisurely walk at Myeerah Nature Preserve while pho-
tographing what I see.  Many �mes, I’ll share photos on my Facebook page to encourage friends and family to enjoy the 
beauty of this special place. 

One recent pos�ng compelled a friend to lament that she didn’t see nearly as many things when walking with her family. 
She asked how I was able to see so many different insects, flowers, birds, etc.  Slowing down and observing rather than 
“hiking” helps, but here are a few more ideas to make your �me in nature more rewarding: 

1.Take a walk with a young child.  Children have a natural curiosity about the world around them and they aren’t self-
conscious about asking what EVERYTHING is!  I’ve always found more on walks I’ve led when children are included.  They 
see caterpillars, insects and flowers that adults will completely overlook.  Let a child lead you on a walk; you may not get 
far, but you’ll see more than you ever did before! 

 2. A�end classes and walks with folks who are experts in their field.  Learning which plants host which insects or what 
type of habitat a par�cular bird prefers allows you to narrow your focus and see more. 

3.Take a walk with no purpose.  Some�mes while looking for a par�cular bird or flower you completely miss all the other 
nature surrounding you.  Let your eyes fall where they may and just observe. 

4. Walk with  someone who doesn’t have an interest in the outdoors.  This might sound counter-intui�ve, but, if the out-
doors isn’t their “natural” habitat, they are going to focus on different sights than you might.  You may even provide 
them with a new way to see the world around them. 

5. Most of all…..slow down and look around before taking another step.  On a recent walk, I was 
focused on some insects on a milkweed plant.  As I turned to walk further on, a large, beau�ful 
fungus growing on the pathway caught my eye….just before I was about to step on it! Stand in one 
spot and look up, around and down before con�nuing on your journey. 

Hope your next walk is full of new discoveries! 

Cheryl Erwin 

Tri-Moraine Audubon Vice President 

 
  

                                                                          Serving Allen • Auglaize  
       Hancock • Hardin • Logan Mercer  
                                                      Shelby • and Van Wert Counties in Ohio 

P.O. Box 5648 Lima, OH 45802-5648 
 Winter 2016 Newsletter 

 

Address Service Requested  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LIMA, OHIO PERMIT 

#153 

President’s Message...A favorite pas�me of mine is taking a leisurely walk at Myeerah Nature Preserve while pho-
tographing what I see.  Many �mes, I’ll share photos on my Facebook page to encourage friends and family to enjoy the 
beauty of this special place. 

One recent pos�ng compelled a friend to lament that she didn’t see nearly as many things when walking with her family. 
She asked how I was able to see so many different insects, flowers, birds, etc.  Slowing down and observing rather than 
“hiking” helps, but here are a few more ideas to make your �me in nature more rewarding: 

1.Take a walk with a young child.  Children have a natural curiosity about the world around them and they aren’t self-
conscious about asking what EVERYTHING is!  I’ve always found more on walks I’ve led when children are included.  They 
see caterpillars, insects and flowers that adults will completely overlook.  Let a child lead you on a walk; you may not get 
far, but you’ll see more than you ever did before! 

 2. A�end classes and walks with folks who are experts in their field.  Learning which plants host which insects or what 
type of habitat a par�cular bird prefers allows you to narrow your focus and see more. 

3.Take a walk with no purpose.  Some�mes while looking for a par�cular bird or flower you completely miss all the other 
nature surrounding you.  Let your eyes fall where they may and just observe. 

4. Walk with  someone who doesn’t have an interest in the outdoors.  This might sound counter-intui�ve, but, if the out-
doors isn’t their “natural” habitat, they are going to focus on different sights than you might.  You may even provide 
them with a new way to see the world around them. 

5. Most of all…..slow down and look around before taking another step.  On a recent walk, I was 
focused on some insects on a milkweed plant.  As I turned to walk further on, a large, beau�ful 
fungus growing on the pathway caught my eye….just before I was about to step on it! Stand in one 
spot and look up, around and down before con�nuing on your journey. 

Hope your next walk is full of new discoveries! 

Cheryl Erwin 

Tri-Moraine Audubon Vice President 

 
  

                                                                          Serving Allen • Auglaize  
       Hancock • Hardin • Logan Mercer  
                                                      Shelby • and Van Wert Counties in Ohio 

P.O. Box 5648 Lima, OH 45802-5648 
 Winter 2016 Newsletter 

 

Address Service Requested  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LIMA, OHIO PERMIT 

#153 

President’s Message...A favorite pas�me of mine is taking a leisurely walk at Myeerah Nature Preserve while pho-
tographing what I see.  Many �mes, I’ll share photos on my Facebook page to encourage friends and family to enjoy the 
beauty of this special place. 

One recent pos�ng compelled a friend to lament that she didn’t see nearly as many things when walking with her family. 
She asked how I was able to see so many different insects, flowers, birds, etc.  Slowing down and observing rather than 
“hiking” helps, but here are a few more ideas to make your �me in nature more rewarding: 

1.Take a walk with a young child.  Children have a natural curiosity about the world around them and they aren’t self-
conscious about asking what EVERYTHING is!  I’ve always found more on walks I’ve led when children are included.  They 
see caterpillars, insects and flowers that adults will completely overlook.  Let a child lead you on a walk; you may not get 
far, but you’ll see more than you ever did before! 

 2. A�end classes and walks with folks who are experts in their field.  Learning which plants host which insects or what 
type of habitat a par�cular bird prefers allows you to narrow your focus and see more. 

3.Take a walk with no purpose.  Some�mes while looking for a par�cular bird or flower you completely miss all the other 
nature surrounding you.  Let your eyes fall where they may and just observe. 

4. Walk with  someone who doesn’t have an interest in the outdoors.  This might sound counter-intui�ve, but, if the out-
doors isn’t their “natural” habitat, they are going to focus on different sights than you might.  You may even provide 
them with a new way to see the world around them. 

5. Most of all…..slow down and look around before taking another step.  On a recent walk, I was 
focused on some insects on a milkweed plant.  As I turned to walk further on, a large, beau�ful 
fungus growing on the pathway caught my eye….just before I was about to step on it! Stand in one 
spot and look up, around and down before con�nuing on your journey. 

Hope your next walk is full of new discoveries! 

Cheryl Erwin 

Tri-Moraine Audubon Vice President 

 
  




